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Sunil Gupta, Ajamu
Standpoint [Fhotography]

ik with 'ssue art” is cefinmg where

the issie ends smd the art begirs. An
HIV- positive, goy Asian man, Sunil Gupta
disglayaa double stigrma nol eialy osocety
iy geeral, but to the two particular com
srunities he belongs o Yet his woerk hasa
gracefinl, philoesmbacal tone, which ele
waites it ahove the specifics of his sihuetion.
The method is sucple Gupta has phe-
opraphed himseld going thecuagh the s
tions of FIV = biood tests, medicaiion —arsd
| mlais .|'||d stinchnge .'-_-H:nr: naked ooz,
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haring Brimssl! i all senzes, Each photo s
pavired withan lisssgeof a south Lomedon gy
chuh's exterior in the daytane soruffy, foce-
hanmy Geacades. This linking works well.
Foth sides: emphasse the morning-acier,
fhpeide of hisdonism; the privale - Laptas
comdithon — is made pablic, while thi pubdli
pilace is clesed fo mtsers, perhaps also to
dlwe artist himself, it hlankness anderlin:
iy the current bowe roedia pernifile soromded
o AbdsTIV. The oifhand presentabom
hielps, rather i imders; it as direct and
|:"u-‘\.|||~:'l::-|_:||-.'|_1_u|||_‘ wnhed s lile el
Shewange Cupta with Ajamu makes
phvious thematie sense; the later i gay,

bback man. Bt his wark iscomparatively
strident,  Drgitally-reworked  archive
prints af hlack crcs freaks - bearced
i irls sind ar '|j||:|g:,'h' withy ane !nrl-:.s'..
coyly covering lisher genitals — are bal-
anced by maore explosive selfporinaits
Ajamma 19 phetured with three legs and
memeezshly, with no limbs at all, dis-
alayed Kke the Venas de Mk The shoek
value of his arl tends to overshadow its
engagement with matims of spectacle,
e e allersstive  hisbomes

= phoingraphs are cerfaimly memo
rahle, bt perhaps log the Wrang rensans.
Varhir Herbert




